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It is a well-known fact that different types of features contribute to the linguistic distance between
any two locations, which can differ for instance with respect to the word used to denote the same
object or the pronunciation of a particular word. Yet, the correlation between different feature types
in defining patterns of dialectal variation still represents a research area to be explored. If on the one
hand the traditional notion of dialectal variation might suggest that a high degree of correlation
should be expected among features pertaining to different linguistic levels, on the other hand
theoretical studies suggest that patterns of dialectal variation based on different types of features do
not necessarily coincide (Chambers and Trudgill, 1998). In traditional dialectology, there is no
obvious way to approach the problem beyond fairly superficial and impressionistic observations.
The situation changes if the same research question is addressed in the framework of dialectometric
studies, where it is possible to measure dialect distances with respect to different linguistic levels
and to compute whether and to what extent observed distances correlate. Pioneering work in this
direction is represented by Nerbonne (2003), Gooskens and Heeringa (2006) and Spruit et al. (in
press): the results of these studies show that this is a promising line of research.

The main goal of this work is to investigate the degree to which patterns of dialectal variation
computed with respect to different linguistic levels correlate in the language varieties spoken in an
Italian region, Tuscany. The study is carried out on the entire corpus of dialectal data of an online
dialectal resource, ALT-Web (Cucurullo et al. 2006), and builds on the results of a dialectometric
study focussing on pronunciational and lexical variation in Tuscany (Montemagni 2007). By
exploiting a multi-level representation model of dialectal data, the linguistic distances among 224
locations have been measured with the Levenshtein distance with respect to different linguistic
levels (pronunciation and lexicon). Correlational analyses have then been performed on the
resulting distance matrices in order to estimate the degree of association between the different
levels: in our case such a correlation does not appear to be particularly strong. The role of
geography and other extralinguistic constraints (including sex, age, and socio-cultural status of
informants) is also being investigated.
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